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To =nd from Ostia, the harbour Lown at the moukh of the Tibear abouwt 15
miles from Rome, came hundreds of cargo ships every vear in the heyday
of the Emplre. In size bhesze boats varied widely, from Little scaphae
ar siffs te be zailed or rowed by one or & few men, Lo encrmous
ozeanl=going vassels like the one Luclan dezaribed, the Isis. She was
a grain ship blown off courze by stormy wazther which feok shelter in
the harbour at Athens. All the Athenizns rushed douwn te Ehe harbour
to zes her: 180 feet in length, more than 45 fesek in Ehe beam, and 44
feet from the deck te the bottom of the hold. Mozt likely the Leis
could earey well over 1000 ftons of grain. As Lionel Casszon was skated,
"Tt was not untll 184% that the Morth Ltlamkie Saw & ship iks size

The Isis Gimianiana, however, was a mwuch smaller boat, and perhaps nok
intended 33 & ses-going vessel &t all. This boat, a navis godicaria,
wasi painted on the wall of & tomb outside Pompeli. She wzs probaniy a
Tiver boat, though her stesring cars are large, and her mast may Se 2
towing mast rather than m2any to garry canvas. Farnaces, the <aptain
or nelmaman, holds the tiller which is fixed at right angles to the
bar connecting the two 2fteering osrs. He stands on the roof of 8 1it-
tle starn cabin, while from the bow runs a gangplank to the doek.

The EurﬂEa, unlike the Isis Giminiana, iz a naviz oneraria. Her fton=-
nage might be argund 120, her size pernaps 50 or 70 feet long and 20
ar 2% feelk in bthe beam. Thiz iz what J.G. Landels has callad "an
ordinary smallish merchantman." He gosa on to remark Shat "ships of
400-500 tons burden were by no means wnaecdmon, and we do nokt know how
many very lLarge ones were in serviee. It iz significamt bhat bhosze
singled out for apsceilal mention are all well aver 1000 tons." The
Eurcpa was drawn by some unknown draughtsman on the wall of a houoze in
Fempeii, He evidently knew guite well what he was doing, for he
showad acscurastely the details of bow and stern deaign, the double
steering cars, the ship's btest on its towline, the stays, bDraeces and
braila. We can gven zZ2ee what seams to be a srowsnest at bhe mast
head, =znd 5 third mast carecying a pennant. T1f the horizontal line
behind the mast represents the roofl line of a cabin amidships, it is
grcapbionally large, though smaller ones czn be found 2t bimes |
replacing the usual stern cabin.

In a typieal navis cneraria, there are two masts, main amidships and
artenon or fore in Lthe bow; three sails {(kap, wmain and fare or jib en
the ari artemond, twe of which are raised and lowersd on brails. These
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are ropes ﬂh=ch run in parallel verticzl lines up across bhe zsil,




through rings sewn to ik, unrougn pulleys attached te the yardarm, and
down on the ather side of the sa3il where they are grouped in bundles
and fastened down onte the deck, Hauling on the bundles of brails
Wwill raise up the foot of the sail until the canvas is completely
Ffurled up underneath the vardarm, where some sailor must maks it all
snip-shape when in pert. So %o lower sail in modern terms, a Roman
skipper had in fackt to raise it! Notice the pennants, the name and
some auitable carved bow ornament, the hele in the topsail to pass the
heavy forestay through, the very rounded buckeby shape of the hull
Wwith its high curved prow and stern, bthe kraditional goose-neck carved
ornament on the stern, and the fact that the beoat is a square-rigger,
not fore and aft rigged 235 a modern sailbeoat normally is.

for more details on Homan merchant vessels, you may want to consult
Casson's The Ancient Mariners or Landels' Engineering in the Ancient
Warld. - B L
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