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The island of Zicily is well
koown today for its impressive
Greek ruins, especially thooe
scattered around the coast ak
Such sites as Syracuse, Agri-
gentum and Selinus.  And vek,
Sicily was an important part
of the Roman world as well,
and traces of Rome ara alsa

to ke found throughout Ehe
island. ©One such Homah site
that is indeed imposing is
located not along the ceast,
but deep within the intariae,
in one of the lusheat and

most heavily forested regions
af the island; not surprisingly,
it seems to have beon a calintry
retrealb (or hunting ledge) For
a REoman emperor, and iz Eoday
known as the villa at riagzza
hrmerina. For the last two
decades this willa haz been
undergoing excavation, but
even 5o the zite iz not vet -
completely uncovered. St3ill,
even its incomplote state at
Present has not preventod

this villa from being called
"one of the mozt outstanding
manuments in the whole Eoman
world®.

As seen in the plan, the ¥illa is cesntered around a lazge calopnaded hall (15)
with an elaborate central fountain complex,. To the left of this hall are found
geveral amall rooms which most likely soerved a5 boedrooms and are famous for their
colorfal mosaies {sweh as one showing cupids fizhing from small boats). To the
right of the central hall were the larser living rooms, alsc with extensive
mogaies, and a corrvidor (40) which led to a spacious court (41) containing a
Fountaln in the middle. Adjoining thiz was 2 large area (46) which zeems to
Frave been a triclinium (dining room) with three apses that were ance used ko
digplay statues, The mosaics here ave especially well dene, and feature scenes
From the Tamous Labours of Heroules.

Abowve the central hall on the plan can be found yet anethar spacious room (30)
which archasclogists believe sarved z= 2 basilica for official recepticons. This
iz flanked on two sides by smaller roops whaose pracise funciion is not yel clear.
Again, however, mazaics of various subjacts decarats the arvea, and roos 27 4=



especially famous for its mozaic of the Cyclops Pelyphenmus - a acene in which
the Greek hero Odyssews is shown attempting to intoxicate the monster g that
he and his mon can escape from his olutches,

Such an elaborately designed and decorated willa must have belonged to a very
important person, and it iz now thought that the complex was onog in the possession
of the Emperor Maximizan (286-305 A.D.). Maximion was & man of hunble Deginnings who
rose throwgh the ranks of the Roman army until the Emgeror Diocletizn made him
co=regent. Interestingly enough, Diccletian also gave him the title "Herouliug®
lapparently so that Maximian might benefit from the divine Frotection of Heroules
a fact which well explains the prominence of Hercules in the mosaics of the villa,

(It is perhaps worth noting at this point that a total area of 3500 sgquare meters
is covered by mosaics in the willat)

What befell the villa as Roman hegemony in the west came to an end is not vet
ceértain, but therse is evidence to suggest that it finally fell victim to a
disasterous flood which swept this region in 1161 ALD. After this ewvent the villa
apparently disappeared from view, but now, tharks to the efforts of the Anti-
quities Commission of Eastorn Sicily, the willa at Piazza hrmerina ls slowly
peing restored to our eyes (and even becoming a major tourist attraction on

this part of Sicilyl. For its wealth of mesaics alone, this villa is well worth

& visit by anyone contemplating a journey to Sicily.
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