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He sometimes 15 identified as Rome’s “lirst clear-cul personality
{Oxfoed Classical Dictionary 246:B)." We know litle of his carly
eaeeer for he burst fully formed on the polilical scene with his highly
eonlioversial eesorship in 312 BC (he shares the limelight with Cate
ihe Censor, 184 BC, as one of Rome's outstanding censors). Smce
Rome’s [inal thrust in the conquest of lialy happencd in Claudius®
lifetinte, he clearly was not only a major player in the foundation of
Roman greatness but an amazing leader and democratic reformer by
the stondards of any age.

Claudius was indeed compared later to the Athenions, Cleisthenes and
Pericles, who also rose above the namow restrictions of their
arigtocral binth to put forward a more open, democratic vision of
sociely before their people. Unfortunately, the Romans let their
oligarchic bias get the better of them (despite efforts by the radical
Grocchi brothers 170 vears later) and the fragile sced planted by
Claudius withered in subsequent gencrations.

Az censor Claudiug, without the support of his reactionary colleague,
Gaius Platius, achicved more in this one office than most Romans did
in a lifetime.

A The First Aqueduct: The Aqua Appia 11 miles long designed to
mzet the need for more fresh water in a city bursting with growth,

B. The First Highway: Via Appia. 132 miles long from Rome to the
greal eily of Capua in the plain of Campania. This road was a
mulitary highway meant to secure the recent conguest of the bay
of Naples arca,

C. The dissemination of the urban poor and citizen sons of ex-slaves
throughout the lightly populated 31 rustic tribal voting blocks of
the 35 block Tribal Assembly. A contentious act which was
undone by the next censors.

D. The filling of the Senate wath talented sons of liberated slaves--
menit not birth bemng the cotenon for selection. Again, undone by
Inter consors.

E. The minting of some of the frst silver Roman coing in Campania
Loy pay Tor hig ambilious projects which emplied the treasury bul
certainly redistributed public wealth to a wider section of the
population {compare this with Pericles’ ambitious building

projects)

To be added to Claudius” many contentious projecis was the backing
of his liberated-slave, administrative assistant (gcriba), Cnacus
Flavius, who published for the first time the arcans rules of lcgal
procedure (legis actiones) which had been kept from the public by a
secredive aristocracy bent on controbling the law in its own mlerest, As
eurule aedile, probably the first liherus® son to hold such a post,
Flavius was treated wilh disrespect by the other nobles who disdained
his low birth, Obvieusly Claudivs felt differently about such things.

People locking at Claudius” life were perplexed when he publicly
disapproved of a law which guaranteed (hat one of the two anneal
consulships go to a plebeian and that, by tradition, the other one go
1o & patrician, Later he also disapproved of setting aside helf the state
priesthoods for plebeians. Although these stands appear reactionary,
they in fact were the expeessions of 8 pure democrat who believed that
the: people be totally unfeltered by artificial restrictions in their choice
of the best men, whether patrician or plebeian,

Perhaps the finest moments of this old warrior/pelitician’s life came
when in the dark days of defeat during Pyrriwes of Epirus™ invasion of
south Taly, the ex-censor, now blind {gaceus) was led into the senate
to make 8 rousing speoch agamnst the principle of making a peace with
a foreign enemy on the soil of Ialy. A fine orator, he left emong his
many published apothegms the famous saying “Faber est sune
grisque forfunae’--"Every tan is the architect of his own forlune”,
an clegant testimony to o man who obvicusly cherished the idea of
merit abowves all else,



