Animals in Rome: TII. Animal Tales by: S. B. P. Haag

In the last issue of Labyrinth we saw that the Romans, like us, enjoyed
the company of their pet animals. In the work of several Roman authors
we can read about their feelings for animals, too. Let's look at a

few of the tales these writers told.

One of the comic episodes in Petronius' Satiricon concerns three geese.
Encolpius is waiting in an old priestess' hut for her return when three
sacred geese appear at the door to demand their usual midday meal:

ecce (Here come) tnes anseres sacrhi qui Ampetum in me
gaciunt . . . alius funicam meam Lacerat, alius vincula
caleeamentorum (my sandal - thongs) nesolvit et trahit;
unus etiam, dux et magisten saevitiae, non dubitat crus
(Leg) meum serrnato morsu (with its jagged beak) vexare.

To withstand the cackling attack of the geese Encolpius snatches the leg
off the old table and beats the goose which bit him in the leg to death.

By this time the two remaining geese have eaten all the old woman's beans
which she intended to make into her supper, so that on her return Encolpius
is forced to confess about his having killed the sacred goose:

ubi ansenem montuum anws (the old woman) vidit, tam magnum
clamonem sustutit ut putares iterum anseres Limen (the doorway)
inthane!

Not until Encolpius pays her two gold pieces does the priestess stop
shrieking and weeping over the dead goose. In the end, however, she
cleans the goose and prepares it for dinner, not forgetting to use its
liver to tell Encolpius of his future fortunes, and both sit down

to a fine meal of roast goose washed down with wine. (Petronius, 136-7)

A famous fishy tale occurs in Juvenal's Satires. The fourth poem is

an account of the Imperial Privy Council, meeting in haste to discuss
the momentous problem of what to do with a huge turbot which a loyal
fisherman has presented to the emperor. The fish was caught in the
Adriatic, but the fisherman dared not sell such a royal fish--indeed,
who would dare to buy it when even the seashore crawls with spies and
informers, 'Inspectors of Seaweed' ready to denounce anybody for
catching what must be royal property, from its size and beauty?

Luckily the winter weather helps to preserve the turbot as it is rushed
across Italy and presented to the Emperor, after sweeping past an
admiring crowd of courtiers and senators cooling their heels outside
the palace-hall. The fish is admitted at once to the Imperial Presence,
but the senators must wait. ''Accept this fish, sire, too large for a
private kitchen', says the canny fisherman '"Prepare yourself to dine on
a turbot miraculously preserved through the ages until the day of your



redign dawned, when it swam into my nets of its own accord!.  Tpae oapd
vl 21" Blatant flattery-——snd wet the Empercr responds by swelling
with pride. "Mihil esd guod cnedene de se / non possdd cum Lauwdatut dis
degied poiesfas” (IV. 70-1) comments Juwvenal wryly--when goadlike power 1s
preised, there is ne [lattery which it canmet swallow.

Hzselly che Privy Councillors are suommoned, gquailing and terrified, to the
councll-chamber., In the coldly appalling presence of the emperor himself
the business of the day is solemnly discussed. Mighty peliticians,
powerivl inforzers who have slit men's throats with & mere whisper of
treasen Intended, evll companions of a monstrous tyrant, all riwval each
other Iin exprassing thelr admivation for the fish. One of the councillors
bursts out in a prophecie etoevance: "'Ingens S omen habes' Dngudl 'magnd
cfardgue Sndomphd. [/ Regem afdguen copdes, aud de femonz [chatdict]
Beidanne [ excdded Acviragus (o British native chiefeain)'.™ (IV. 123=7)
To spare the mighty turbor the final indipnity of belng cut up to be coaked,
the decision is made to find a potter who can produce = specilal casserale
of enormous proportions-—and to attach & corps of pocoers o Che Emperor's
army forthwith, te ensure against similar emergencies in the fotore:

Suetonive alsc tells vs a scrange tale involving an animal and the wad
emperor Caligula. Apparencly Caligula had a fovourice horse named
Incicatws who owced a marble scable with an ivery manger, purple blankets
and crappings sel with jewels. Incitatus alsc was the proud owner of

a mansion fullv equipped with furnishings and slaves in which te encercein
pecple whon Caliguln iovited to dine in Incitatus' namel On the davy hefore
A race, the area around the stable wss picketed with soldiers crdered oo
see that absolute silence was observed, so that Incitatws shauld pot

becceme over-—excited. "It is even veported" savs Suetonius "that Caliguls
inrtended to honour Iencitatuws wich the cgnsulship,” {Gadias, 95.)

If empercors and the rich could afford to keep race-borses in suchk luxury,
at least che paarer citizens could now and then attend the races and
enjoy the entertainment there, Those who were unable even to find
ancugh fon thal way were amused by animals in the streets. Cockfights
er performing dogs were o possibility, and Juvenal describes a wretched
menkey, dressed up in 2 shield and helmet, and cringing wnder his
trainet's whip. The monkey rides on 2 poat's back, and iz Leing trained
Le throw & spear in imitatdion of & mounted warricr: if he's good he is
cheown o shrivelled rotten apple &8s & reward. for his pains. "Ho
different from the dessert vou get!' aneers Juvenal e the crinpios
glient who apes his rich master's social 1ife. Like monkey, like man!
(Bak. V. 152=3) Apdmals of all kinds, of course, wers used as sources
of enterteinment, especially in the snimal-shows in the amphitheatres
like the Calasscum, {You wmight Llike to lock back at Labyrinth ¥ en
faces and Cames, and 8 on the Colosseum).
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