Twa Pompeisn Cown-gardens by Sally 2. P. Haag

in an earlier lssue of Labyrinth (Fo. 3, Sept. 19753 I wroke byriefly asbont Roman
gardens as they are described by Roman avthors. In chis article we shall look at
two gardens which have been excawated iIn the last few years at Pompeid by W.
Jashemski. She has described her discoveries fully in twe articles published in
the Amevican Journal of Archasglepy: "'The Discovery of a Market-Garden Orehard
at Pagpeil: the Garden of the House of the Shlp EBuropa'™ (A.J.A. Vel. 74, 1974,
pe 391) and "The Excavaticm of a shop-House Garden at Pompeli (.. 303 (ALTLA.
Yol, 31, 1977, p. 2173, This article is based entirely on Jashemskl's work.

In this sketch-map of
Pompedd, the "Shop=
House™ garden appeszs
in the south-east end
of the sity, near the
Mucerisn Gate. The
strest that ran up @
from the harbour car-
ried, no doukt, a lot
of traffie, so that
whan it passed inlo
the city through the
Mucerian Gate, travel-
lers arrviving in Pom-
peii mlght well he
glad te find shops or
inng at which bo buy
fresh food and drinks.
Perhaps the shop sold
the food grown in the
garden behind 1t, or
the inn-kesper was in
partnership wich the
winegrawer who worked
the winevard nearby.
The particular shop-
house gatden we are
looking at occupled
the nerthern third or sc of an insula ar block which alac contained a second shop
and lamp factory, and & laTge enclosed wineyard. Thers is nothing Lo ipdicate
what our shopkeeper sold, but his garden was a large and ghady one, with pleaty of
trees, about 65 feet wide and 85 feet long. Cemented aleng the top of the nerth -
wall, facing the street, ran a Tow of braoken patsherds, presumably Lo stop people
from climbing over and stesling fruit. 4 side door epened {rom the shep inta the
garden, =nd a raised path ran down to the far end of the garden, between aveas
planted with vines, small fruit or nut trees and vepetables. A clsbern pesldie the
wsll af the rooms just behind the shop gathered rein-water fron the roof. The
water would be run inte chammels between the rews of plants when needed.

From the number of swmell objects found along the path, and ig an ares NS’ 2 niche
in the wall where the path lad, the plcture of an outdoor living area suggests it-
salf. Small household odds and ends = dighes, bowls, broken perfume botties, lamps,
pven an iren triped oo which focd weuld be saoked ower a amall Firve - indIicate Ehe
lireliboed of the shophecper's family spending the hob summer evenings out of doors,
in che cool shade of twoe or thres Crees and the westers wall of the garden. Parhaps
as it grew dark, a lamnp would have heen. it znd set in the niche, as the owner and



hils friends drank wine produced
right on the premises: the se-
wen large carthemware jars sunk
in the ground at the castern
end af the garden were no doubt
vgad to ferment wine.

The garden of the "House of che
Ship Eurepa™ was a much larger
one, although it had seme very
gimilar featuves, This esta=-
blishment was an altogether
grander and probably more pros—
percus one, though it too had
a small shop set inte the hause
property. The block containad
twa adjolnding houses (the
@astern one being smaller may
perhaps have housed the slawves)
and the merkel-garden, wvine-

yard and orvchard belenging to the house-cwner., Since tha shop also opened into the

houge, he may bave sold his own produce in it. As well as growing grapes and vege-

tables, he may have supplied the nearhy lamp factary with elay from a large pit in

his steeplv-sloped gerden, while 2 pile af srushed lava and = jar of lime filled

from & heap nearby in the peristyle indicate that he was making cement for soncrete

Work.

The vegetadbles grown in the two gardens were amm in the raised seadbeds separated by
furrows whieh would serve both as walkwavs for weed- o .

lug =nd care of the plants, and as irrigacfion furrows

when the plants grew larger. (The ciscern behind

the east house had a channel leading cowards = gully

in the steep bank just above the large vegetable gar-

den.y Aleng the sloping vamps that ran ue each side

of the garden were planced many small fruir and nut

treeg. The root cavilties found by excavation were

of a size and shape to sugges: almonds, cherries,

plums, olives, peaches or figs. Among the carbon-

iged geeds and vegetable vemains found were Tilbert

shells, a fig, grapes, grape seeds, an almond, brosd

beans, charcoal aznd root fragments, pollen [rom var—

iouz plants and a date sead, with some of che date

2till adhering to it. Jashemski comments char "4t

muet have come frem the gardener's lunch", for

dates willl not ripen at Tompeii. Perhaps the draw-

ing of the ship Eurepa, found on the north wall of ;
the peristyle, oight suggest to us that the gwner
of this flourishing frult and vegetable market-gar— i
des was alsc an importer of dates snd other spe-
cialty foods.

These twe gardens, which have been so metdeulously
exeavated thet every detail of root cawvitdes, stake
holes, flewer pots, waterdng furrows and sead beds
has heen estsblished, help to give uz a clearer
picture of life in Powpeid on that day im 79 A.D.
when Vesuvins destroved the town.
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