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HALTEIS: An Adventure

in Underwater

Archaeology

Through the efforts of pioneers such as Jacques Cousteau, the potentizl of underwater
archaeology has begun to be recognized in the past two decades, The development of
self-contained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA) has made scientific excavatien
of submerged areas a feasible undertaking, This particular aspect of archaeology has
now proved its great wvalue for the Mediterranesan area,

Geological unrest has always characterized the Mediterranean: an impressive illustra-
tion is furnished by the [amous Temple of Serapis near Naples, Criginally built on
dry land, this temple was submerged by a subsidence of the shoreline and remained un-
derwater for many years; today it rests again ahove the level of the sea, It ie no
wondeér that the local inhabitsnts of this area have deep fears about the stabilivy of
tha land on which their heuses are built!

Greece also furnishes examples of changing shorelines: recent excavations at Halieis
nave revealled extensive underwater ruins., In ancient times, Hallels was a port city
with a populstion of about I.I]DI'_'I,', sometime alter 323 B.C. the Eit:,l was stramgely abando=-
ned. Im 1962 the University of Pennsylvania began conventional dry—land excavation in
the area; it was soon discoversd that a large part of ancient Halieis (over 40 acres)
now lay beneath the sea in warer that rasged from a few inches to ten feet in depth.
While all of the mud-brick that once made up the bulldings of this area had dizintegra-
ted, huge foundation stones could be seen beneath the water on clear, calm davs,

Just as conventional archaeclogy relies on & grid system to excavate areas of land,
underwater archaeclogy employs a submerged grid system of ten-meter sgquares, The prid
gystem is put in place and divers descend for the actual excavation; at Haliefs each
diver worked on the excavation for 1 or 2 hours at a time, no more than twice each day.
If the work was slow, it was also rewarding: an ancient sanctusey of the god Apollo
sapoon came to lighe.

The major structure found was an impressive temple, dacing back to the Sth cantury B.C,
But other structures also appeared: a large altar for sacrifices and a footrace track,
Iron weapens came to light, lefr once as offerings to Apello; small wine cups, silver
coing, and even a statue of Apolle were successfully recovered, The excavation centi-
nues and hopefullv more anclent scructures will he found, testifying graphically ro the
importance of the new science of underwater archaeoloy,



