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Excavatdlon of a mejor site iz aften a long-term task, and few excavations can claim
te have been completed within a ten-year period. The Mincan site at Knossos, dia-
coverad 4o 1900, is stlll being excavated io 1980; cthe Bronze Age town at Abrotiri
on Thera, uader excavation since 1967, 1s stfll only partdally exposed. There are,
of course, many different reasons for the slowness with whileh excsvation proceeds,
but ene 1z eimply financizl: few archaeplogiszts or schools of archaeology have on
hand the resources necessary for a complete excavation and must wely instead on o
Eradual accumulation of funds fram both governments and private Individuals.

A case 1n polnt is cthe sp—called Palace of Flshbourne. I[n 1980, the digsing of =
water-maln trench near the town of Fishbourne on the scuthern ccast of England
aseidentally revealled extensive traces of a large structure apparently dating

to the pericd of Foman ccceupation. The wears 1981-1968 saw excavation undertaken
to clarify the nature of this strusture, and it iz now agreed that sn unusually
lerge and elaborate palace once atocd en the site. But many gquestions about this
palace remain unsnawered today, and further excavation his been blochked by the fact
that a highway and & group of modern houses now sit atop mach of the site. Thus,
only a small part of the structure has been brought te light, znd the Einancdally
moedest Sussex Avchasclogical Society, which controls the excavatieon, endures the
frustration of knowing that important remaines still restc beneath the earth and are
likely to stay there uoless mote funds become available.

Even in {ite partially eéxcavated state, howewer, the palace at Fishbourne tells an

impressive tale. In aptiguity Fishbourne possessed a sheltered harbour that attracted

the Boman Iinvaders, who were puch in need of a supply base {n that area. Luckily

for them, the Jdistrict was under the contrel of fhe friendly bribe of the Atrebates,

and a Eoman base, including at leazst fwe large granaries, came inte existence at

Fishbourne zround 43 A.D. By 47 A.D., however, the Boman advence inteo Britain had

lessened the walue of the depot at Figshkourne, and the =itse was converted o clwill

use as seall bulldings of wattle and daub replaced the gramaries,. The vears from

B3 te 75 A.D. saw centlouous development e the slte; stone began te replace wattle
and daub, with exeotic marbles even
pelng Imported from the distant
Mediterranean. Ome buellding, now
called the Protopalace, was espaclally
sumptuous, passessing a complex bath
sitlte and a selennaded gacden. Un-
happily, chis part of the site is now
coverad by houses and only limited
gxcavation has been possible.

Abcut F3 AT the zite was partially
levellad bo make way for Lhe cot-
struction af cthe most elaborate palace
vt to appear on provincial soil.

The core af che structure was a

large Formal parden, surrounded on
all four sides by wings containing
dozens of rooms. The East Wing held
the official antrance hall, as well
asz an alslad hall (perhaps uszed az a
place of gensral assembly) and a bath
complex; a pach chrough che [ormal
garden led the wigicor directly Eo
the West Wing, where an imposing



adience chamber wag lacated. The Sauth Wing 1s today completely owverlain by road
and houges, biut Evial trenches have confirmed another complex serdies of rooms with
4 larpe southern parden bevend. It iz the Horth Wing which has been thoroushly
excavated and which vwisitors to the site see today under = protective voof: It
features an assortment of large and emsll rooms (all of which were oviginally
covered with mossic pavements), and two colonnaded courtvards. Of the formal
garden, only the northeérn part hse been excavated, but it hss been painetakingly
regtated to look as much like the originsl s posaible.

It has been estimabed that thiz pslzce at itz peak covered more than five acres.
In compariszon, 1t I= approximately as large as the Palace of Minos at Knossos, and
even larger than Wera's Golden House at Reme. Clearly a budlding of such asize

and epulence mest bave belonged to a very importasnt person, and one of the still
ypanswered questions about Filshbourne is just who the ocwner was. The most popular
theory at present Is that the palace belonged to Tiberius Clauvdivs Cogddubnus,
King of the Atrebatbtes and, at the same time, an imperisl legate {lepatus Augusti
in Eritannia, according to a famous Inscription). Was Fishbourne his official
capltal? Or was it a country retreat? Again, certainty eludes wus,

After the time of Cogidubnus, the pzlace underwent significant alteragiens, Ia-
e¢luding the addition of 2 new bath sulte and che yebuilding of the sisicd assembly
all inte an exercisze voom for bathers. Even move drastic alterations were made
in the mid secend cencury, when maty of che alder walls were simply pulled down.
Such "interior redecoration' in fact continmued into the third century, at which
fime 2 devastating fire seems teo have swept the palace, reducing it to ruin. So
camplete was this devastation that the palace was mever rebuilt. In the words of
Professor Barry Cunliffe, "the shell of the old building was thenceforth regarded
&5 & quarry from which all wisible buelldisg stone was carted off, leaving by the
early wears of the fourth century nothing beb endelating heaps of rubble.”

It i5 to the credit of the Sussex Archaesclogical Socilety thet at least part of
thig heap of rubble has heon recovered. Moat impreassive on the site today are the
well=preserved mosaiecs which are to be found in every rvoom, some of them true
meaterpieces. Bub what tresgsures remain burided under the poad and hovses? Like
the Sussex Archaeological Society, we must learn Lo be patlent, hoping chat some
day further excavablons can be undertaken.
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