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From the 2nd inte the 3ih century a
type of pottery was produced in what
iz now wmodern Tunisia apd shipped
over ouch of the FRoman world from
several aeaperts, not the 1least of
thew, ancient Carthage, whioh had
been rebuilt by the Romana. This
potbery s known aa African Red Slip:
it was the wost desirable tzbleware
in the Roman World for mush of tha
period of its production and it waa
Lwitated in many reglons. African
Bed Slip, at its very beat, wWa3 an
abtracbive, well formed and smosth
réd table ware; at Lts worat the pob-
tery looked not enlike erumbling old
tricka guch as are found in decaying
old kowses in Ontario.

At =zome peint in the 4th cenbury A.D.
the Africans began making lamps in
African Red 2lip. Thepe are twa
basie typea, one with a rounded
shoulder {(fig, 1) and one with a flat
ahowlder. These two types are koown
as Hayes I and Hayea II, respec=
tively. Canadian =tudents may be
interested §o0 know that the world
expert on African Red Slip iz the
ehief curator of the Greek and Roman
Pepartment, Royal Ontario Museum in
Torantao, Dr. dJohn W. Hayes, Thea

different shapes of the African PFed
Slip vezzela are often referred tao by
hisa nameg, bhecause he has made the
clasgificatlion. & variety of African
Eed 31ip lamps and pots may be sean
in the hKoyal Ontaprls Museum,

The African Red Slip lamps had many
varieties of designs, both on shoul-
der and discus (or cuvette). Palm
wreabhs were [reguently found aroucnd
the discus on the shoulder; these
Wwreaths were s Christian sysbol and
replaced the pagan shoulder design,
the olive wreath, which largely dis-
appears on Roman lamps a4t this bime.
The sheulder designs on Hayes Type II
lamps were mere elaborate, perhapa
because 1t was easier to create a
deaign for the flatter surface,

The different shoulder designs were
often mlxed: squares with cirelea,
flowers, hearts, aniealas, trega, loz-
enged, birds, and assgrted scrolls
and indeterminate curvy shapes were
uzed. around yet anckhep seriea of
degigna on the discus {te be dis-
issad  in later articles), The
varlaty, in faet, causes one to quote
Pliny: Semper aliquid novi  ex
Africa,



