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The Greek philesopher Platec, towards
the end of hils 1ife, wrote two
dialogues, the Timaees apd che Criclasz,
vhich are toeday most Eamous as che
only sources for the cnigmatic legend
of Atlantis. o other writer before
Plate had ever mentioned the Lost
iszland, and many of Flato's colleagues,
including Arigeotle, beliewved the
eptire tale to be pure fictiom.
After all, ic did seem hard te
Lelieve that an island "larger than
Libva and Asia™ had cnce existed
cubside the Straits of Gibraltar
in the Aclantic Crcean; that this
island had a sophisticated cultbure
pack In 9600 B.C.; that dits walls
ani paleaces were covered in gold
and silver; that it threatened to

destroy nob only ancient Athens butb also zncient Egypt; that it was

chliteraced by esrthouskes and f£loods "in 2z single dav and night', and

was pever oo he seen agsin. Ardstocle, in fact, was wvery blunt about

the Island of Atloantis: "the man who dresmed it up," be wrote, "also

made it disappear.”

But did Plato in fact "dream it up™? The philesepher bhimself asserced
in the dialagues that the scory was true and bad been told to che

Gresk post Salon by an old Egyptien priest. Sclen, said Flare, intended
Lo Campase o poem about Atlantis, but somehow wever got arcund to

doing sa. Howewer, the notebooks of the poet apparently survived,
saving the tale Erom oblivien.

Could an Atlaptis really have cxisted? Remenber chat scholars not

too leng ageo denied the existence of Homer's cicy of Troy, claiming that
Homer "dreamed it up™; then an azateur archaeclogist named Heinrich
Schliemann found Troy end vindicated the accuracy of the Iliad. &As a
resulc, hiscovians gradually came to realize that there just might

be some proch In meny of the old Greek myths. This is not to say chat
every Greaok myTh is Literally true, but rather chat many myths seem

ro arvise oot of real, historical events. Thus, the legend of Atlancis
mipht wall heave 1fs origin ic the actual descruction of a wery real
imland doring the faormative wears of Greek civilirzation.

1t bas been shouwn fn rvecent years thac cthe mejor Greek myths all seem
to e comnectod with the civilizacions of the Bronze Age in the
Acpean, <. JH0-1200 B.C.  Isterescingly ecough, during this period

an disland in the Aegean did in facc experience 8 catastrophic destrac-
tion: sronpuld was drs name chen, bat today it is known as Theoa.

Thera is an active weleande which erupted wich ipcredible violence some-
time sround the year 1450 B.C. Prior te that cruption, the island had
heen & circular land maes of ten miles io diamecer, with a nsll



volocanic peak In the niddle; afcer chad cruption, the cencer of Thera
disappeared, leaving picces of land acranged in a broken ring sround a
deep caldera.  Apparently, s¢ violent wos the eruption that the entire
central cone of the volcano empried itself and then collapsed; sea water
breached the outer ring of land and poured into the central zrea. The
effects of this catastrophe were indeed awesome: massive amounts of
punice covered the remnants of Thera and floated thickly upon the sur-
pounding seasash, expelled £rom the wolsano, was carried by strong winds
towards Crete and Egypt; giant seismic sea waves (often called tzunamis)
were generated and caused further destruction in the Aegean.

Only seventy miles south of Thera lay che sophisticated civilization of
Minoan Crete. The archacological record in Crete shows that major centres
fell ingo chaos around the wvear 1450 B.C. Can this he mere co=incidence?
ar, did the valeanice eruption on Thera in fact destroy Minoan civilirzation?
After many wvears of investigacion, many authorities today do indeed attri=
bute the fall of Minocan Crete to the eruption of Thera. Crete, we now
know, was covered with enough ash to wipe oul ils vegetation for years to
come; its coasts were also ravaped by vsungmis.  In addition, earih-

guakes which accompanied the eruption on Thera 2lse teok their toll

an Grete.  Crete fell into chaos.

Hepoin, then, may be fowund the origion of Atlantis. As seen from an
Egvption point of wiew (Solon, after all, heard the tale in Egypt]l,

Crete would be a large islsnd in the West which suddenly “"disappeared",
i.e., fell cut of communication with the rest of the Asgezn. This
destructiosn of Crete would have been lisked with che zetusl physical
abliteration of a land mass, f.e., Thera, and wich vielent carthguakes
and [loods,  From this start, the tale would grow and become embellished,
as such steries tend oo be, until the full-fledged tale of Atlantis

Was created.

And 59, Plate's rale of Atlantis may bave o kernel of truth after all,
We may still want to dispiss tales of palaces coversd with gold and
springs with hot and cold running water, but the fact remains that onoe,
in the Erooze Age, 4 violent natural catastrophe took place which
destroved both Therz and Minocan Crete. Indeed, one would expect

an event of thisg magnitude to leave a lasting impression on the ancisnt
mind, an impression thet would paturally find expression in myth.
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