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Ey the foudth century
Bl a0 longer were Alhens,
Thenes, Sparsa. Carviovk,
and Argos Lo be gonsidered
the sreacest cities of
the Greel world. Hew
clties, creaced =23

& result of che massive
conauests of Alexander
cthe Gread, arcse Lo
contest the preimacy of
the alder, tirved cicies.
S Jewel aman them was
the smiical of Prolemaic
Epypt, Alexandria. Tt
wxz founded perseonally
by Alexander whiile he
waz consolidatineg bis
control of Epyvpt in 331.
Either through lack of
imsgingtion or modesty
he nsmed the city afcer
himaelf.

According te Arrian, who followed the account of Prolemy, Alexender's officer
who later becams king in Egypt, Alexander was eiveling Leke Mereovis wich a
hady of trogps near the Canopic mouth cf the Hile when he was strack by the
excellence of che site, & spit of land pectwesn the mershy leke and che sea,
Cuders were gfiven on the spot, in typleal Alexsnder fashfan, oo Fopnd 2

city there, the Macedonian monarch ever welng grain from the soldiers' packs
ta marvk off the walle, &4 close, off-shore dsland, Pharos, promised a good
harbour, and access by land was given oply Crom che easiern and wostern
appraaches. Following zound privciples of cown planning, the seraets webe
directed te he lald owc eC vight angles, rhe maln street, the Mesion Fedien,
fe. 100 feat wide) laid out parallel o the cooling, north=wess, etesisn
winds of zummer, Alewamdvria consequently enjoved z mogt zalubriouz slimate,
and was naturally chosen by Foolemy to be nis capiisl when that gensval
eatablished himself in the land of the pharachs. His last grest descendant,
Cleapatra, was to die here, Isawving the clby in Fooen handsg.

The tovn was abewt five miles long, bur only <. w0 miles wide. Alexztder
wat saild te have ordered the ereaticr of o leag bresker wall whioh fanm 351
miile to the efif-zhove iLgland of Phares, the effect of which was o cvesta 3
double harbour. Af che oip af the iglapd Frelemy LI built the amazing
righthouze of Phavos, 2 fivss of 288 ldmd.  Wich & shird harbour on Lake
piareotiz to receive Wile craffic, the city was te bz well-served for commerce.
To the south af ke eastoern harbour lay the roval quarter, che Bruchzion.

In this digtrict che spacionsly impressive royal palace woz bwile. Prolemy I
had appropriaced che body of Alexander and moused che hevole corpee in &
wapgnificenl mausolown in chis disirict. Nearby there was construcced by
Prolesy I, called Sover, ohe famous Museum, the temple of che Muses., In



chiz boildiog well-paid scholars did thedr
research, gave lecturas, and discussed
profundities with che enlightened king,
chus makiner Alexandria the intellectual
caplcal of che Greek world, a position

she teld until =. 148 B.C., when riwval
centres such as Athens, fhedes, Antioch,
and Pergamum began to wie with her in
prestige.  Attached to the Museus was a
Fine, public Library containing o. 172
million boeks, begun by Piolemy I but
axpanded by hls son. Tes fivst director
was Demetrius of Phaleron, an ex-tyrant
from Athens, who was follewed by other
illustrious men such as the greas, Hellenistic poet, Callimachus.

Alewandria was a richly varicgated city under royal cantral. Tt contained

& mixed population, privileged Macedonisna, Greeks ovpanfzed into o separate
politeums, Jews subject to the roval governor, and finally the least-privileged,
native Egyptians whe lived in the western querter of the city. The popula-

tion in the 3rd ecentury grew to o, 300,000, making it one of the largest

ciciez 1in the Greek weorld., Great were the elty's zecomplishments in llcera-—
ture, machemetics, and geography, rich was its commerse and beautiful were

its temples, palaces and public buildings. Perhaps the entive city, and

not jusc Alexandria’s lamous lighthouwse, should have been reckoned as one

oI the Seven Wonders of the Anclenc World,
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